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Analysis on epidemiological characteristics of typhus in Yunnan
province, China in 2005-2014
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Abstract: Objective To understand epidemiological characteristics of typhus, in order to provide the scientific basis for
prevention and control of this disease. Methods The incidence data of typhus were collected from Disease Reporting
Information System in Yunnan province in 2005-2014, and descriptive epidemiological analysis and SPSS 16.0 software
were conducted on the data. Results A total of 10 712 typhus cases distributed in 106 counties (districts) of Yunnan
province with an average incidence of 2.34 /100 000 from 2005 to 2014, including O deaths. Among them, 77.03% of the
cases were from Xishuangbanna prefecture with the highest incidence of 76.56/100 000 in the province. There were
statistical significances among the incidence of different areas ( y’=2.603, P<<0.05). Of these patients, 65.52% of the
cases occurred in summer-autumn seasons (from June to November), 18.51% were in the group of patients aged 30-39,
proportion of male and female was 1 :1.44, 57.21% were farmers. There were statistical significances among the annual
incidence of different occupational groups ( y*=3.280, P<<0.05). Conclusion Typhus cases in Yunnan province were
mainly sporadic and primarily concentrated in Xishuangbanna prefecture, so the prevention and control measure in the key
areas should be strengthened.
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Table 1 Seasonal distribution of typhus cases reported in Yunnan province, 2005-2014
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1 38 23 34 33 49 62 73 91 71 44 518

2 16 19 25 42 60 62 54 72 47 43 440

3 47 36 53 58 72 61 69 108 55 33 592

4 42 48 51 66 71 79 66 82 79 34 618

5 86 76 73 118 124 84 129 75 113 68 946
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Table 2 Age distribution of typhus cases reported in Yunnan province, 2005-2014
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